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something began to weigh upon his heart, did his ad-
venturous nature permit him to regret the increased
length and the mystery of their way.

On the afternoon of the fifth day they halted, and
made their simple encampment nearly an hour before
sunset. The face of the country, for the last few miles,
had been diversified by swells of land resembling huge
waves of a petrified sea; and in one of the correspond-
ing hollows, a wild and romantic spot, had the family
reared their hut and kindled their fire. There is some-
thing chilling, and yet heart-warming, in the thought
of these three, united by strong bands of love and in-
sulated from all that breathe beside. The dark and
gloomy pines looked down upon them, and, as the wind
swept through their tops, a pitying sound was heard in
the forest; or did those old trees groan in fear that men
were come to lay the axe to their roots at last? Reuben
and his son, while Dorcas made ready their meal, pro-
posed to wander out in search of game, of which that
day's march had afforded no supply. The boy, promis-
ing  not   to   quit   the   vicinity   of  the   encampment,
bounded off with a step as light and elastic as that of
the deer he hoped to slay; while his father, feeling a
transient happiness as he gazed after him, was about
to pursue an opposite direction. Dorcas, in the mean-
while,  had  seated  herself near their  fire  of fallen
branches, upon the mossgrown and mouldering trunk
of a tree uprooted years  before.  Her  employment,
diversified by an occasional glance at the pot, now be-
ginning to simmer over the blaze, was the perusal of
the current year's Massachusetts Almanac, which., with
the exception of an old black-letter Bible, comprised all
the literary wealth of the family, None pay a greater
regard to arbitrary divisions of time than those who are
excluded from society; and Dorcas mentioned, as if
the information were of importance, that it was now
the twelfth of May. Her husband started.
"The twelfth of May! I should remember it well/'